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WOOROLOO BUSHFIRE — RECOVERY 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.16 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house of the ongoing recovery efforts following the devastating Wooroloo bushfire in February this 
year. This week marked six months since the blaze burnt more than 10 000 hectares of bush across the City of Swan 
and Shire of Mundaring. Sadly, 86 homes were destroyed and many more were damaged. This has been a difficult 
time for the community, and residents have continued to show great resilience. 
Members, this week we have reached an important milestone. As of Monday, 112 of the 137 properties registered 
for clean-up have been cleared, and we expect the clean-up will be complete by the end of the month. A process like 
this takes time, and I want to thank the community for its patience. Residents can now start to rebuild. The clean-up 
program has been remarkable. Despite the very challenging weather conditions and the complications of asbestos 
removal, contractors have worked tirelessly to ensure that the clean-up is completed as quickly as possible. The figures 
paint a telling story. More than 8 100 cubic metres of rubble and 108 tonnes of metal has been removed and recycled. 
More than 3 000 tonnes of general waste and 3 200 tonnes of asbestos waste, including soil, has been disposed of. 
Highlighting the care that has been taken, a number of lost treasures have been recovered, including an engagement 
ring, war medals, china, a statue and a bayonet. Yesterday morning, I visited Gidgegannup with the member for 
Swan Hills to meet with local resident Cherry Alford, who shared with us some precious items that she has been 
reunited with during the clean-up. It was amazing to see, but what was even more amazing was her positive attitude 
and her determination to rebuild on the property she loves so much. She was extremely grateful for the help that 
she has received, both in the immediate aftermath of the fire through to today, which is a credit to all the agencies 
and contractors involved. 
I would like to acknowledge the City of Swan and Shire of Mundaring, which have worked alongside the state 
government throughout this process. This has all been made possible by the joint state–commonwealth disaster 
recovery funding arrangements worth $18.1 million. I would also like to thank the State Recovery Controller, 
Dr Ron Edwards, who has lead the recovery efforts magnificently. It has been a tough time but we will continue to 
support the community to rebuild. 
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